
City of Corunna 
Regular Council Meeting 
Monday, October 5, 1998 

 
Present: Weaver, Bendall, Dumond, Ockerman, Reid. 
 
Absent: Greiger (excused), Williams (excused). 
 
Guests: Lisa Hitchcock, City Manager; Karl Bashi; Jackie Leone, The Argus Press; Gary 

Schooley, Parks and Recreation Director; Judy Horton; Larry Runyan; Scott 
Johnson; Lou Hilden, The Independent; and other concerned citizens. 

 
The meeting was called to order in the City Council Chambers by Mayor Weaver at 7:00 p.m. 
 
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS REGULAR MEETING:  Bendall moved, Reid seconded to 

approve the September 21, 1998 Regular Council Minutes as presented.       
 Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Reid, Bendall, Ockerman, Dumond. 

No: None. 
  Motion CARRIED 
 
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS SPECIAL JOINT MEETING:  Dumond moved, Reid seconded to 

approve the September 10, 1998 Special Joint Meeting minutes as presented. 
 Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Dumond, Ockerman, Bendall, Reid. 
 No: None. 
   Motion CARRIED 
 
AGENDA APPROVAL:  Ockerman moved, Bendall seconded to approve the agenda by changing 

Item No. 5) to Consider Approval of Fire Chief and by adding Item No. 6) Closed Session 
for Contract Negotiations. 
Roll call vote: 
Yes: Bendall, Dumond, Ockerman, Reid. 
No: None. 

  Motion CARRIED 
 
APPROVAL OF VENDOR DISBURSEMENTS:  Dumond moved, Bendall seconded to approve 

the vendor disbursements as presented. 
Roll call vote: 
Yes: Ockerman, Dumond, Reid, Bendall. 
No: None. 

  Motion CARRIED 
 
CALL TO AUDIENCE:  Larry Runyan stated he read that the City of Corunna donated $2,000 

towards the courthouse lighting and the board of commissioners only donated $500.  Mayor 
Weaver stated the intent was to get both the City of Corunna and the county commissioners 
to donate $2,000 towards the project, but the county commissioners determined that they 
could only donate $500 at this time. 

 
 



 
 
Karl Bashi advised the planning commission denied his request to rezone his property.  He 
stated the planning commission changed the zoning in 1994 from commercial to residential 
office.  He further stated the rezoning would allow him to upgrade his building.  Mayor 
Weaver advised his request was next on the agenda. 

 
CONSIDER REZONING REQUEST BY KARL BASHI:  Councilperson Ockerman asked what the  

real reason was for denying the rezoning.  Councilperson Bendall stated the decision goes 
back to the last rezoning request in that area.  The planning commission’s intent was to 
make the area residential.  Councilperson Ockerman stated it was not residential.  Karl Bashi 
advised the state was getting ready for more traffic in the area.  He further advised the 
property referred to previously has homes located behind it and his property has railroad 
tracks.  Councilperson Dumond stated he was on the planning commission for twelve years 
and remembers the planning commission was trying to look at the city as to what was going 
to happen on M-71, on North Shiawassee Street and so forth.  Ms. Hitchcock advised 
council to look at page 17 of the planning commission minutes, which stated that if only this 
property was rezoned it would not be appropriate because it would be spot rezoning.  Mr. 
Bashi advised his property does not touch any other residential property.  Councilperson 
Ockerman stated the planning commission has to be fair to everyone concerned.  The 
commission cannot rezone one property for one person and then deny a request for another.  
Councilperson Bendall stated the commission has recommended that council deny the 
rezoning request because it would be spot rezoning.  She further stated the commission 
might need to take a look at the whole corridor.  Ms. Hitchcock advised the commission 
does look at everything that the property could be used for and not just what was existing.  
Councilperson Reid stated the commission has to be careful about what else falls under the 
zoning.  Councilperson Dumond stated the commission plans to look at and update the 
Master Plan.  Councilperson Dumond advised council has the last say on rezoning requests. 
Ockerman moved, Reid seconded to accept the recommendation of the planning commission 
and deny the rezoning request by Karl Bashi and to encourage the planning commission to 
take another look at the area. 

 Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Dumond, Ockerman, Bendall, Reid. 
 No: None. 
   Motion CARRIED 

 
CONSIDER TRAFFIC CONTROL ORDER NO. 187 (CHANGE FROM YIELD TO STOP SIGN  

W/B OAK ST. AND MARGARET ST.):  Bendall moved, Dumond seconded to approve 
Traffic Control Order No. 187 (change from yield to stop sign w/b Oak St. and Margaret 
St.). 
Roll call vote: 
Yes: Bendall, Reid, Dumond, Ockerman. 
No: None. 
  Motion CARRIED 

 
CONSIDER APPOINTMENT OF LARRY RUNYAN TO THE CORUNNA PLANNING  

COMMISSION, TERM TO EXPIRE DECEMBER 31, 1999:  Dumond moved, Reid 
seconded to appoint Larry Runyan to the Corunna Planning Commission, term to expire 
December 31, 1999.  
 



 
 
Roll call vote: 

 Yes: Reid, Bendall, Ockerman, Dumond. 
No: None. 
  Motion CARRIED 
 

DISCUSSION OF COMPUTER NETWORKING:  Ms. Hitchcock advised the city has been  
evaluated and narrowed down to what the city needs.  She stated the next step would be to 
contact the five original bidders and have them come in to see if they agree with where the 
city is at and to ask for a price update.  She further stated she was trying to incorporate 
everything that has been budgeted this year into one bid.  She also stated her concern was to 
make sure the city has someone who will be here in the future.  Councilperson Bendall 
asked what was needed.  Ms. Hitchcock advised the city needs a server, hub, wiring, 
network cards, and software.  She also advised the two computers in the front office would 
be upgraded to get them through this fiscal year and would be replaced next year because 
they are not year 2000 compliant.  She further advised the equalization software that was 
budgeted would be dropped in order to have the money to do the networking.  
Councilperson Bendall asked if there was any training included.  Ms. Hitchcock advised 
training would be included.  

 
CONSIDER APPROVAL OF FIRE CHIEF:  Councilperson Ockerman advised the fire board  

called a special meeting to fill the vacant fire chief position.  He further advised the meeting 
was quite lengthy and Scott Johnson was nominated to be the new fire chief.  Ockerman 
moved, Bendall seconded to approve Scott Johnson as the new fire chief. 
Roll call vote: 
Yes: Bendall, Dumond, Ockerman, Reid. 
No: None. 
  Motion CARRIED 

 
CLOSED SESSION FOR CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS:  Bendall moved, Ockerman seconded to  

leave regular session and go into closed session for contract negotiations. 
Roll call vote: 
Yes: Ockerman, Dumond, Reid, Bendall. 
No: None. 
  Motion CARRIED  Time was 7:45 p.m. 
 
Bendall moved, Reid seconded to leave closed session and return to regular session. 
Roll call vote: 
Yes: Dumond, Ockerman, Bendall, Reid. 
No: None. 
  Motion CARRIED  Time was 8:30 p.m. 
 
Dumond moved, Bendall seconded to approve the employment agreement between the City 
of Corunna and Mark Hetfield as Police Chief and to change the retiree’s medical insurance 
benefit by adding “families of deceased employees and retirees have a two year paid  
coverage.” 
 
 
 



 
 
Roll call vote: 
Yes: Reid, Ockerman, Bendall, Dumond. 
No: None. 
  Motion CARRIED 
 
Dumond moved, Bendall seconded to approve the employment agreement between the City 
of Corunna and Yvonne Long as City Clerk and to change the retiree’s medical insurance 
benefit by adding “families of deceased employees and retirees have a two year paid 
coverage.” 

 Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Bendall, Reid, Dumond, Ockerman. 

No: None. 
  Motion CARRIED 

 
COUNCIL COMMENTS:  Councilperson Dumond discussed several improvements the airport  

board was working on.  He advised the airport board signed a five-year contract with an 
architectural and engineering firm to update the Master Plan.  He further advised discussion 
had taken place on what to do with the airport entrance.  

 
Ms. Hitchcock showed council examples of how the proposed logo would look on business 
cards, letterhead, and envelopes.       

 
ADJOURN:  Dumond moved, Bendall seconded to adjourn. 
 Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Reid, Ockerman, Bendall, Dumond. 
 No: None. 
   Motion CARRIED  Time was 9:31 p.m. 
 
 
 

 
   AVERY WEAVER, MAYOR    YVONNE F. LONG, CITY CLERK  


